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A Woman with a Dog
Jean Honoré
Fragonard

Paste in the image you are analyzing

ㅡ

Why did you select it? You can write here what made you analyze this particular image
(topic, technique, theme, mood, genre, anything else?) What makes
it stand out?

The painting is simple yet unique. Painted in the late Rococo style,
Fragonard has used fluid, freeing strokes for the woman’s gown
and dog, whereas her face has slightly more detail. The colours and
mood of the image feels light-hearted and fun, whilst also being
extravagant. I chose this painting as the Rococo-era was one of my
favourite eras for art, with its elegant colouring and somewhat
fantastical elements, it was a curious era for a time when classical
art was praised.
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Theme and Tone What did it make you feel ? / What was the main emotion of this
piece?

The pink tones of the woman’s gown and her red cheeks gives a
cheerful impression, the small bow on the  dog (who is just as
small) is endearing, so there’s no doubt this was painted with good
spirits of both the model and the painter.
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Technique What was the technique ?  Was the technique suitable with the

content ? How colors, lighting contributed to the tone? How was
the sitter framed?

The portrait was made using oil on canvas, with quick, broad brush

strokes, (minus the face). It was notable that Fragonard would lay
down the foundations using red and yellow paints, followed by
mixes of warmer colours with white to create the rest of the
portrait. A lot of white is used in this painting, which gives it a
lighter feel, and the warm colours create a sense of comfort within
the image. The sitter is framed very slightly off-centre but has a
confident stance.
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Last thoughts

Would you recommend it to someone ? Was it interesting ?
Thought provoking? Is it relatable ? What could perhaps be done
differently ?

Although not the most thought-provoking piece of art, or riddled
with symbolism, it’s a fun and charming portrait that was quite
rare to see for the time. The humorous nature makes it a fairly
relatable piece since it’s not much different from an image of your
everyday person with their dog.


